
SITE CONTEXT
The site extends to 0.6 hectares (1.48 acres) and is 

shown edged red on the attached plan. It is wholly 

owned by Burnley Borough Council, regularly shaped, 

generally level and located at the corner of Centenary 

Way and Red Lion Street. 

Adjacent to Place De Vitry, Burnley’s main civic square, 

surrounding uses include Burnley Central Library, 

Burnley Bus Station, Burnley Magistrates Court and 

Police Station building and a Tesco supermarket.

The site was previously occupied by a sports centre 

and in now used as pay and display car park for Burnley 

Town Centre visitors. 

INTRODUCTION
Place de Vitry is the opportunity to develop a very prominent site with 

prestigious landmark offices in the Office, Civic and Cultural Quarter of 

Burnley Town Centre. 

This site is in a highly accessible location. It is well located for the local 

road network and M65 motorway, adjacent to Burnley bus station, and 

is within ten minutes walk of the town’s main railway station (Burnley 

Manchester Road), and 2 minutes walk from the main shopping area of 

Burnley Town Centre.

Burnley itself is located 25 miles north of Manchester, only 50 minutes 

by train to Manchester Victoria Station. The Borough has population of 

approximately 90,000 and is the primary employment centre for over 

395,000 people. 

Former Thompson Centre Site - Offi ce Feasibility Study

Gross Internal 
Areas

Retail Offi ce A Offi ce B

m2 ft2 m2 ft2 m2 ft2

Ground 690 7,427 160 1,722 224 2,411

First - - 600 6,458 968 10,419

Second - - 600 6,458 968 10,419

Third - - - - 968 10,419

Totals 690 7,427 1,360 14,638 3,128 33,668

Grand Total 5,178m2 55,733ft2

study 1 study 2

The opportunity to create a new, high-quality workplace at the heart of Burnley.

Gross Internal 
Areas

Retail Offi ce A Offi ce B

m2 ft2 m2 ft2 m2 ft2

Ground 1170 12,590 410 4,413 272 2,927

First - - 410 4,413 1,440 15,500

Second - - 410 4,413 1,440 15,500

Third - - - - - -

Totals 1170 12,590 1,230 13,239 3,152 33,927

Grand Total 5,552m2 59,756ft2
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PLANNING BACKGROUND
Emerging Local Plan (Preferred Options) July 2016: The site fall 

within the Town Centre boundary, and is allocated under policy 

EMP1/8 – Thompson Centre, which states that the site would be 

suitable for B1(a), A2 and A3.

Burnley Local Plan 2006: The site is within the Office Business, Civic 

and Cultural Quarter of Burnley Town Centre and is allocated for 

offices and retail (food and drink).

Burnley Town Centre Public Real Strategy SPD 2011: The site sits 

within the Civic Quarter of Burnley Town Centre, and forms part 

of one of the Key Design Locations (Manchester Road), which 

proposes a landmark building adjacent to Place De Vitry, with key 

views through the square being retained.  

Burnley Town Centre Conservation Area; As the site is adjacent to 

this conservation area development proposals will need to give 

due consideration and be sympathetic to conservation area issues.

ADDITIONAL SITE COMMENTS
The Environment Agency has advised that the site is suitable for 

commercial development, though noting that it is located within 

a Flood zone 3a, which allows for less vulnerable development 

(includes employment and retail).  It is considered that appropriate 

design measures will satisfy the Environment Agency’s 

requirements.

DEVELOPMENT CAPACITY
The site is capable of accommodating a number of development 

options, ranging from one large office building to a number of 

smaller buildings together with on-site parking and perhaps some 

ancillary and relevant retail uses.

PLACE DE VITRY SITE

“Landmark office opportunity in 
Burnley Town Centre”


